/ 


BRIDGNORTH  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Al^INUAL  REPORT 

of  the 


HEDICAL OP? I O'ER  OF  HBALTH 

FOR  THE  YEA.R1957 . 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  AUTHORITY 

MDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALI'H  - Margaret  H.  F.  Turnbull, 

M.B.,  Ch.b.,  D.P.H. 

SENIOR  PJBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR  - D.  A,  Pamphilon, 

Cert.  S.I.B.,  M.A.P.H.I 

ADDITIONAL  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR  - J.  Stocker, 

Cert,  S.I.B.,  M.A.P.H.I 


CONTENTS  OF  THE  REPORT. 


SECTION 

A. 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions , 

ft 

B. 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services. 

ti 

C. 

Sanitary  Cir cun^stan ces  in  the  Area, 

it 

D. 

Housing. 

it 

E. 

Food. 

It 

F. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

BRIDGNO.RTH  RUR  .L  DISTRICT  COUNCIL . 


Westgate , 

Bridgnorth . 

iseptember , 1958. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  ended  51st  Decem.ber,  1957  • 

Prepared  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health,  it  deals  with  matters  relating  to  the  health  of 
the  Community,  and  the  problems  connected  with  these,  which 
concerned  your  Public  Health  anc-  Housing  Committees  through 
out  the  3/ear. 

A fewT  brief  comments  summarising  the  main  points  from  the 
various  sections  of  the  Report  may  be  made  at  this  stage. 

The  health  of  the  district,  as  judged  by  the, Vital  Sta- 
tistics for  the  year  and  their  .trend  over  the  preceding  few 
years,  can  be  considered  satisfactory.  The  Infant  moi^tality 
Rate  for  the  area  is  again  higher  than  the  national  rate  for 
1^57,  but  stows  m improvement  .-3S  compared  wdth  our  1958 
figure.  This  rate  is’  traditionally  regarded  as  the  rnost^ 
significant  single  index  of  the  -ealth  of  any  area,  but  is 
probably  of  less  importance  in  this  respect  than  vias  the  case 
50  or  40  ye -;rs  ago. 


Measles  '■:as  prevalent  among  the  child  population  during 
the  first  6 months  of  the  year,  and  accounted  for  171  of  the 
total  211  Infectious  Disease  notifications  received  in  1957. 

The  incidence  of  vvlio oping- cough  was  lower  than  in  1958,  and 
the  incidence  of  acute  pneumonia  rather  higher.  There  v/ere 
no  serious  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease. 


Good  progress  was  made  on  the  Low  Level  V'/ater  Bupoly  iscneme 
Hurinv  the  year,  when  all  main-layinn  in  otage  2 was  completed, 
work  continued,  steadily  on  otage  and  a start  v/as  made  on 
Stages  4 and  5*  Agreement  was  finally  re. niched  on  a site  for 
he  Roms  ley  Reservopj''  after  many  abortive  attempcs  during  195o. 


Full  agreement  with  Ludlow^  Rural  District  CoU’.cil  on  sll 
points  at  issue  in  connection  with  the  joint  High  Level  V/ater 
Supply  Scheme  was  reached-  in  the  course  oj.  the  year.  It  is 

when  the  High  Level  areas  of  the  district  will  enjoy  the  bene 
fits  of  a piped  water-supply  is  not  so  very  far  ditrtant. 


Claverley  were 
made  for  loan 


The  sewage-disposal  works  at  Highley  and 
completed  d^uring  1957?  s^d  application 7-vas 
sanction  for  the  sewerage  and  sewage-disposal  scheme  lor 
Alveley.  Further  progress,  in  connection  with  the  Alveley 
scheme  was  checked,  however,  ^ owing  to  the  refusal 
of  the  site  chosen  for  tbe  disposal -works  to  sell 
this  purpose.  Work  on  the  scheme  for  Eardin^on 
enced  in"  1958,  and  a scheme  was  to  be  prepared  by  tne 
Engineers  for  the  sewerage  of  ^tottesdon. 

T'he  last  54  Coun,cil  houses  on  the  Rhea  Hall  Estate Highley, 
were  completed  in  1957,  and  s«e-work  was  commenced  i or  8 houses 
at  lieenton.  The  Council  now  owns  almost  105,  of 
habited  houses  in  the  district.  The  future  house-building 


of  the  owner 
his  land  for 
was  to  be  comm 
Consulting 


programme  was  still  rather  indefinite  at  the  end  of  che  year, 
apart  from  the  proposed  construction  of  28  houses  at  Eardington 
and  Chelmarsh  during  1958. 

Very  little  progress  was  made  in  connection  v?ith  the  slum- 
clesrance  programme  during  1957,  nnd  it  must  he  stressed  once 
more  that  material  progress  never  can  he  made  until  some  agree- 
ment is  reached  about  the  rehousing  of  tenants  from  slum- 
property. 

The  total  numher  of  visits  and  inspections  made  hy  the  two 
Public  Health  Inspectors , during  the  year,  again  shows  an  increase. 
2^265  visits  were  made,  and  the  survey  of  an  area  in  connection 
v/ivh  a proposed  new  water-supply  was  also  carried  out.  This  in*-' 
•rrolved  visir^^s— to  some  600  properties.  ..  

The  work  of  the  Inspectors  has  increased  greatly  during  recent 
years,  and.  it  is  unfortunate  that  the  regular,  periodic  visits  to 
food-premises,  houses,  factories  etc.  v/liich  should  be  carried  out, 
and  which  are  so  important,  have  to  be  cut  doven  drastically  owing 
to  lack  of  time. 

In  conclusion,. I should  like  to  record  my  apprecation  of  the 
ver3’-  valuable  contributions  made  tov/ards  the  preparation  of  this 
.Report  by  the  Eenior  Public  Health  Inspector,  Mr.  D. A, Fajiiphilon, 
(who  was  responsible  for  the  collection  of  all  the  information 
contained  in  oections  C,  D,  and  E,)  and  by  the  Additional  Public 
Health  Inspector,  Illr.  J.  Etocker,  who  was  responsible  in  partic- 
ular for  the  presentation  of  the  graphs  on  page  6. 

I should  also  like  to  express  my  gratitude  to  the  Inspectors 
and  to  our  clerical  assistants  for  their  continued  co-operation 
and  assistance , in  all  matters  related  to  the  work  of  the  Depart- 
ment, throughout  the  year. 


I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

Mar  gar  e t H , F . T urnb  ul 1 . 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


SECTION  A. 


STATISTICS  AIn[D  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


GENERAli  STATISTICS 


Area  of  District  in  acres  100,897 
Estimated  Population  (Mid  - 1957)  16  720 
Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  4|o68 
Rateable  Value  of  the  District  (at51.5.58)  £125*630 
Estimated  Product  of  Id.  Rate  (at  51. 3. 58)  £490 


V ITAL  STATIST I CS . 


POPULATION. 

The  Registrar  General's  estimate  of  the  population  of  the 
district  at  mid-1957  was  16,720.  - a decrease  of  290  on  the 
corresponding  estimate  for  1956.  This  figure  is  employed  in  the 
calculation  of  the  BBrth  and  Death  Rates. 

The  natural  increase  in  population  for  1957,  i.e.,  the  excess 
of  the  number  of  births  over  the  number  of  deaths,  was  107. 


Estimation  Mid-Year  Ponulation,  1950-1957. 


LIVE  BIRTHS 

Legitimate 


Year 

Population 

Natural  Increase 

in  Population 

1950 

16,580 

92 

1951 

16,590 

83 

1952 

16,510 

89 

1953 

16,540 

104 

195^ 

16,180 

108 

1955 

16,100 

108 

1956 

17,010 

69 

1957 

16,720 

; 

i 

107 

• 

(Male 

(Total 

(Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population 


1252 

T04 

108 

212 

12.7 


Illegitimate (Male  4 

(Female  10 

(Total  14 

(Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  0.8 


Total  (Male  108 

(Female  118 

(Total  226 

(Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  13.5 
(Standardised  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  16.6 

There  were  226  live  births  in  the  Rural  District  during  the 
year  (108  males  and  118  females)  as  compared  with  206  in  1956. 

Of  the  226,  14  were  illegitimate  (6.2%  of  the  total). 

The  crude  Birth-Rate  for  1957  was  I3.5  per  1,000  of  the 
population,  and  the  standardised  Birth-Rate,  which  can  be  compared 
with  the  corresponding  standardised  rate  for  other  areas,  was  16.6 

The  Birth-Rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1957,  was  16.1  per 
1,000  of  the  population, 
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Live  Births  1950-1957 


1 Year 

No.  of  live  births 

No.  of  illegitimate 

Standardis  ed 

1 

! 

i 

live  births . 

Birth-Rate  per 
1,000  of  pop’n 

1950 

210 

10 

14.2 

i 1951 

220 

2 

18.4 

1952 

227 

♦ 

19.0 

1953 

234 

10 

19.8 

1954 

229 

6 

17.6 

1955 

232 

10 

17.9 

1956 

206 

4 

15.0 

19571 

226 

14 

16.6 

* Figure  not  available. 


STILL  BIRTB3 

TBtole  3 

( Female  1 

(Total  4 

(Still-Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  births 

(live  plus  still -births ) 17.4 


There  were  4 still  births  in  the  area  during  the  year  under 
review,  the  same  nu’nber  as  in  1956  and  in  each  preceding  year 
back  to  1952. 

The  Still-Birth  Rate,  per  1,000  total  births  (i.e.  live 
births  plus  still -births ) , was  17.4  in  1957,  the  corresponding 
rate  for  the  country  in  general  being  22,4. 


STILL  BIRIHS  1Q50-1957. 


1 

1 Year 

No  of  live  births,! 

No  of 

f ' ” t 

Still  Birth  Rate  1 

t 

! 

j 

1 

; 

Still-Births 

' per  1,000  total  births  ! 

j 1950 

210  1 

2 

9.4  1 

1 1951 

220 

3 

13.0 

1 1952 

227  i 

4 

17.3 

I 1953 

434 

4 

16.7  i 

i 1954 

229  i 

4 

17.2 

1 1955 

232 

4 

16.9  1 

1956 

206 

4 

19.0  1 

1 ■ 1957 

1 

226 

} 

4 

17.4 

DEATHS. 


(Male  - 70 

(Female  ■ - 49 

(Total  - 119 

(Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  - 7.1 

(Standardis ed  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  - 9»1 


119  persons  in  the  District  died  during  1957,  70  males  and  49 
females.  This  total  is  18  less  than  that  for  1956  and  is  the 
lowest  since  1950. 

The  Crude  Death-Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  for  the 
year  was  7.1,  and  the  standardised  Death-Rate,  which  is  com- 
parable with  similarly  standardised  Death-Rates  for  other  areas, 
was  9.1. 

The  Death  Rate  for  England  and  Vi/ales  for  1957  was  11. 5 per 
1,000  of  the  population. 


Deaths  1950-1957 


1 Year 

j 

No  of  deaths . 

Standardised  Death-Rate  j 
per  1,000  of  population  | 

1 1950 

118 

8.5  1 

! 1951 

. 137 

9.3 

1 1952 

138 

9.7  i 

i 1953 

130 

9.3  1 

i 1954 

121 

8.9  i 

I 1955 

124 

• 9.1  1 

1 1956 

137 

10,4  1 

1 1957 

119 

9.1  1 

The  Registrar  General's  annual  return  gives  the 
death  during  1957  as  follows ?- 

CAUiSEo  OR  DEATH  DuRIHG  THE  YEAR  1-957 

Male 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory  1 

Tuberculosis.,  other ..  ..  1 


Syphilitic  disease  

Diphtheria  

Whooping  Cou^ 

Meningococcal  infections  

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Measles 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  disejses 


Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  ..  ..  5 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  - 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  ..  5 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  ,, 

Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervious  system  ..  ..  8 

Coronary  disease,  angina  ..  ..  ..  10 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  1 

Other  heart  disease  ..  ..  11 

Other  circulatory  disease 

Influenza  • - 1 

Pneumonia  . . . . . • 3 

Bronchitis ..  ..  1 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  ,, 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ..  ..  . 1 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 
Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

Hyperplasis  of  prostate  ..  ..  ••  2 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

Congenital  malformations  ..  1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  ..  15 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  ^ 

All  other  accidents  ^ 

Suicide. . 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  ..  ..  ,, 

Totals  . . . . . . • • • • • • • • 2^ 


causes  of 


Female  Total 
1 2 
1 


2 

1 

5 

5 

6 


5 

5 

1 

11 

1 


1 

1 


8 


15 

15 

2 

22 

1, 


5 

2 

2 


2 

1 

21 

4 

4 


112 


Of  the  causes  listed  in  the  above  table,  it  will  be  seen  that 
affections  involving  the  heart  and  circulation  together  accounted 
for  the  greatest  number  of  deaths,  i.e.,  53  (30  males  and  23  fe- 
males) which  is  44.5%  of  the  total  number.  This  is  the  lowest 
percentage  from  these  causes  since  1952,  as  may  be  seen  from, the 
graph ■ overleaf,  \ 


PercBD-tcige  of  Total  Deaths  -per  annum  due  to 


Conditions  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  bTStem,  195^^-1957 . 


In  4 of  the  6 years  for  v/hich  figures  are  available,  diseases 
of  the  heart  and  circulation  have  caused  just  over  half  the  total 
number  of  deaths,  and  in  the  remaining  2 years,  not  far  below 
half  the  total  number « 

In  1^  Cancer,  including  all  forms  of  malignant  disease.*  was  re- 
sponsible for  25  deaths  (8  males  and  15  females)  which  is  19.5% 
of  the  total  number.  Of  these  4 were  due  to  cancer  of  the  lung 
or  bronchus  i.e.  2 more  than  in  195^.  Malignant  disease  accounted 
for  almost  l/5rd  (50.6%)  of  the  female  deaths,  in  the  area  during 
1957. 


Percentage  of  Total  Deaths  per  annum  d.ue  to 

Malignant  Disease,  1950-1957. 


iC/S^  ''9 -'*4 


/9-^7 


As  may  be  seen  from  the  above  graph,  the  number  of  deaths 
due  to  malignant  disease,  expressed  as  a percentage  of  the  total 
number  of  deaths  per  annum,  increased  steadily  from  1950  to  1955* 
There  v/as  a drop  in  1956,  and  a rise  again  in  1957  to  almost  the 
same  percentage  as  in  1955* 
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The  ii'.gare  for  1956,  noted  o^rleaf  differs  from  that  published 
as  the  percentage  of  c ooths  due  to  cancer,  in  the  Annual  Report 
for  that  year.  The  above  value  includes  2 deriths  from  Leukaemia 
(recognised  no^^'adays  as  o form  of  malignant  disease). 

There  were  3 deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  1957  of  which 
2 were  due  to  the  respiratory  form  of  the  disease. 


Age  Distribution  of  Deaths,  1957 . 


Years 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Under  1 

4 

2 

6 

10-19 

2 

0 

2 

20-29 

1 

0 

1 

50-39 

2 

1 

5 

40-49 

4 

5 

7 

50-59 

9 

5 

12 

60  -69 

15 

7 

22 

70-79 

14 

15 

29 

80-89 

14 

18 

32 

90-99 

_0 

70 

ii9. 

Prom  the  above  breakdo-im  of  deaths  into  10 -year  age -groups, 
it  'would  appear  that  residence  in  the  Rural  District  promotes 
longevity. 

66  of  the  total  119  deaths  (55.5%)  occurred  over  the  age  of 
70  years,  33  in  each  sex.  The  percentage  of  deaths  at  70  years 
of  age  or  over,  was  67.3  in  the  case  of  females,  and  47.1  in  taie 
case  of  males . 

It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  the  greatest  total  number 
occurred  in  the  80-89  year  age -group,  and  that  5 of  file  males 
were  over  90  years.  (The  eldest  lived  to  the  age  of  90  years.) 


INPMT  riORTALITY 


DEATHo  OP  IhPAlJTO  UNDER  1 YEAR  OP  AGE. 


Legitimate 


i filial  e 
j Pemale 
Total 

'Rate  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births. 


Illegitimate 


I Male 
5 Pemale 
"l  Total 
I^Rate  per 


1,000  illegitimate  live  births. 


Total 


rMale 
I Pemale 
Total 

\Rate  per  1,000  live  births. 


4 

2 

'6 

28.3 


0 

0 

0 

0 


4 

2 

6 

26.5 


8ix  infants  in  the  area  died  during  tte  first  year  of  life  in 
1957.  All  of  these  succumbed  during  their  first  4 v/eeks. 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  the  district  for  1957,  was  26.5 
per  1,000  live  births,  which  is  an  improvement  on  the  Rate  of  3'^.0 
for  1956.  It  is  slightly  above  the  corresponding  national  figure 
for  1957  vvhich  was  23.0. 


(1) 

Year 

(2) 

No.'ui  Live 

Births 

1950 

210 

1951 

220 

IQ52 

227 

1953 

234 

10 

229 

1955 

232 

1956 

206 

1957 

226 

n]  IT'.  '..NT  ^'lORTAL  ITX.19  5D -19  “57 , 
” ^ — — — — 


IJo.  of  Infa 

r5i — ™ 

nt  Deaths 

Under  1 year 

Under  4 wks. 

8 

7 

3 

* 

7 

* 

6 

.4 

3 

2 

4 

2 

7 

5 

6 

6 

Infant  Mortality- 
Rate  per  1,000 
Live  Births 


58.1 
13.6 
30.8 

25.5 

13.1 

17.2 

54.0 

26.5 


Neownatal 
Mortality  Rate 
per  1,000  live 
Births 

35.3 

* 

X- 

17.1 

8.7 
8 . 6 

24.3 
26.5 


* Figures  not  available. 


Considerable  fluctuation  has  occurred  in  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate  during 
the  past  8 years,  as  may  be  seen  from  column  4 of  fhe  above  table. 


The  Reo-natal  Mortality  Rate  in  the  last  column  refers  to  infants  dying 
during  the  first  month  of  life.  Prom  the  figures  in  column  3,  it  will  be  seen 
that  these  form  a high  proportion  of  the  total  number  of  infant  deaths  - from 
’^ofo  4.0C7o  in  the  years  for  which  figures  are  n.’^ailable.  Of  these  neo-natal 
deaths, “the  majority  occurred  during  the  first  week  of  life  - all  6 of  the  1957 
neo-natal  deaths  came  into  this  category. 


Those  concerned  with  Maternal  and  Child  Welfare  in  this  country , have  been 
concerned  in  recent  years,  with  what  has  come  to  be  ..novm  as  Peri -natal  Mort- 
ality, a term  which  includes  Still-Births  and  deaths  in  the  first  week  of  life 
The  two  form  a logical  combination,  as  m.any  of  the  early  neo-natal  deatiis  are 
due  to  pre-matuu-ity  and  to  conditions  operating  before  or  during  birth,  which, 
had  they  been  of  greater  severity,  would  have  resulted  in  Still-birth. 


Peri -natal  Mortality  throughout  the  country,  has  failed  to  show  very 
much  improvement  in  the  past  10  years,  despite  increased  knowledge  of  maternal 
and  infant  care,  and  modern  methods  of  obstetrics. 


MlATfrital  mortality 

There  were  again  no  deaths  related  to  pregnancy  or  childbirth  in  1957  > 
this  being  the  third  successive  year  with  no  maternal  mortality.  Since  1950, 
there  have  only  been  two  maternal  deaths,  one  in  1953 > and  one  in  1954. 
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SECTION  B 


GETiER'-X  FROVIblQN  Qx^  HEALTH  dERVIGBo  IN  THE  AREA 

By  tho  provisions  of  tlie  National  Health  Service  Act,  I9A6, 
the  Health  Services  are  divided  into  three  main  groups,  each 
administered  hy  a different  authority. 

(1)  Hospital  'and  Specialist  Services. 

(2)  General  Medical,  Dental,  Pharmaceutical  and  Supplementary 

Ophthalmic  Services. 

(3)  Local  Health  Authority  Services. 

(1)  HO^PIT.X  AND  bPECTALIST  oERVICES  . 

The  provision  of  hospital  accommodation  and  specialist  services 
in  this  area  is  the  responsibility  of  Birmin^am  Regional  Hospit- 
al Board.  The  hospitals  most  easily  accessible  to  those  living 
in  the  Rural  District  are  those  at  Bridgnorth,  Kidderminster, 
Wolverhampton  and  Shrewsbury. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  requiring  isolation  and  hospit- 
al treatment  are  admitted  to  the  Borough  Hospital,  Wolverhampton, 
or  to  Copthorne  Hospital,  Shrewsbury. 

Patients  with  Tuberculosis  receive  treatment  at  Shirlett 
Sanatorium,  or  Cross  Houses  Hospital,  or  at  Sanatoria  at  Knight- 
wick  or  Malvern. 

The  chronic  sick  requiring  hospital  treatment  are  usually 
admitted  to  Shifnal  Hospital. 

C2')  GElTERiL  ?.!EDICAL,  DENTAL,  PHiiRMCENTICAL  AffD  SUPPLElffiNTARY 
OPHTH A LMI C S ERV I CEb '. 

The  Authority  responsible  for  the  admins tration  of  these 
services  in  the  area  is  Salop  Executive  Council. 

(3)  LOCAL  HllkLTH  AUTHORITY  dERVICES. 

In  accordance  with  Part  III  of  the  National  Health  Service 
Act,  1946,  Salop  County  Council  as  Local  Health  Authority  is 
responsible  for  tho  provision  and  administration  of  the  following 
services  in  the  areas- 

(a)  Health  Centres.  (Not  applicable  in  this  area.) 

(b)  Care  of  mothers  and  young  children. 

(c)  Domiciliary  Midwifery. 

(d)  Health  Visiting. 

(e)  Home  Nursing. 

(f)  Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 

(g)  Ambulance  Services. 

(h)  Prevention  of  illness,  care  and  after-care. 

(i)  Domestic  Help  Service. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

There  is  one  Child  Welfare  Clinic  in  the  Rural  D^trict, 
this  being  held  in  the  Miners*  Welfare  Hall  Annexe,  Highley,  on 
the  1st  and  3rd  Tuesday  afternoons  in  each  month  from  1.30-4. 30. p.m. 

The  attendance  of  infants  throughout  the  year  was  very 
satisfactory,  but  children  between  the  ages  of  2 and  5 years  are 
brought  seldom,  if  at  all,  for  routine  examinations.  Many  defects 
can  become  apparent  during  these  years  of  a child's  life  which 
could,  and  ideally  should,  be  treated  before  he  reaches  com- 
pulsory school  age.  The  value  of  an  annual  check— up  in  the  pre- 
school years  cannot  be  overestimated. 

The  Child  Welfare  Clinic  at  Alveley,  was  discontinued  at 
the  end  of  1956  ov/ing  to  lack  of^support.  It  was  in  exislence 


for  months,  and  attendances  were  very  poor  throughout  that 
time . 

Other  clinics  accessible  to  those  in  some  parts  of  the  rural 
district  are  held  in  Bridgnorth  and  Gleobury  Mortimer. 

WELFARE  FOODS. 


The  National  Welfare  Foods  (National  Dried  Milk,  Orange 
Juice,  Cod -Liver  oil.  and  Vitamin  A & D jablets ) are  available  at 
Highley  Welfare  Centre  during  Clinic  hours,  and  at  numerous  con- 
veniently situa.ted  distribution  points  throughout  the  district. 

HEALTH  VIoITING,  HOIlfE  NURSING  MD  DOMICILIARY  MIDWIFERY  SERVICES . 

A full-time  Health  Visitor  was  appointed  in  April  1957  to 
serve  a large  part  of  the  district  adjacent  to  Bridgnorth,  there 
having  been  a lapse  of  12  months  since  the  resignation  of  her 
predecessor.  Health  Visiting  duties  in  other  parts  of  the  area 
are  carried  out  by  the  local  district  Nurse  - Midwives  in- 
addition  to  their  other  work. 

There  were  3 District  Nurse -Midwives  stationed  in  the 
Rural  District  in  1957,  at  Highley,  Hilton,  and  Ditton  Priors, 
Nurses  at  Bridgnorth,  Much  Wenlock,  Cleobury  Mortimer,  Bitterley 
etc.,  served  the  parts  of  the  area  adjacent  to  their  bases. 

The  District  Nurse  at  Ditton  Priors  was  due  to  retire  at  the 
beginning  of  January  1958,  after  39  years  in  the  service  of  the 
County  Council  in  the  Burwarton  area.  It  was  decided  that  her 
area  should  thereafter  be  divided,  one  part  being  added  to  the 
Bridgnorth  nursing  area,  and  the  other  to  the  Stoke  St.,  Mil- 
borough  nursing  area. 

VACCINATION  AND  IPj'MUNISATI ON . 

Under  the  County  Council's  Scheme,  Vaccination  against 
Smallpox,  and  Immunisation  against  Diptheria,  Whooping-cough  and 
Tetanus,  may  be  carried  out  be  arrangement  with  a general  prac- 
titioner or  at  any  Child  Welfare  centre. 

It  was  recommended  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  during  the 
year,  that  immunisation  against  Diptheria,  Whoop ing-nough  and 
Tetanus  should  be  done  separately  and  not  by  means  of  the 
"combined  injections"  which  had  become  popular  in  recent  years. 

v:accination  against  POLioivrrELiTis. 


Vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis  was  commenced  in  the  early 
summer  of  1958,  when  children  born  in  certain  Selected  months 
of  the  years  1947-1954  w'ore  eligible  for  this  protection. 

By  the  beginning  of  1957,  sufficient  vacine  was  available 
for  the  remainder  of  those  born  in  those  years  who  had  been 
registered  initially.  In  May,  the  Minist3?y  of  Health  extneded 
the  scheme  to  include  children  born  in  1955  and  1956,  and  those 
born  in  1947-54  v/ho  had  not  been  registered  at  the  first  op- 
portunity, In  September,  the  Government  decided  to  offer  pro- 
tection before  the  summer  of  1958  to  all  children  up  to  the 
age  of  15  years  and  to  expectant  mothers,  and  to  supplement  the 
supply  of  British  vaccine  v/ith  Salk  vaccine  imported  from  the 
United  States  and  Canada,  This  was  to  undergo  tests  for  safety 
purity  and  potency  in  this  country  before  being  distributed  for 
use. 


By  the  end  of  the  year,  therefore,  proper .^tions  were  being 
made  to  carry  out  this  extensive  programme  throughout  the  County, 
by  means  of  special  vaccination  sessions  at  all  the  schools  and 
at  Child  Welfare  Centres. 
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VACCINATION  AGAIInTqT  TUBEaCLiLO.oId  . 


During  the  summer  term  of  1957,  parents  of  13-year  qid 
children  attending  Alveley,  Burv/arton,  Claverlcy,  High  ley  and 
Worfield  schools  were  given  the  opportunity  of  having  these 
children  vaccinated  against  Tuberculosis  with  B.CoG.  Vaccine, 
if  pra liminery  testing  sho¥/ed  this  to  be  necessary.  The  great 
majority  of  the  parents  conceirned  gave  their  consent  for  this. 

At  Higihley  and' Worfield  Schools,  the  preliminary  testing 
showed  that  over  50%  of  the  13 -year  age -group,  had  at  some  time 
been  infected  with  Tuberculosis.  With  parentel  consent,  there- 
fore, all  the  other  children  attending  the  two  schools  v/ere 
similarly  tested,  together  with  the  staff  and  canteen-workers,  and 
all  ’'positive  reactors  ='  were  later  called  for  miniature  chest 
X-rays,  in  case  any  were  suffering  from  Tuberculosis  in  an  active 
form,  and  were  capable  of  spreading  infection.  No  such  cases 
of  the  disease  were  found  however, 

B,C,G,  Vaccination  of  13-year  old  children  is  being  carried 
on  throughout  the  country,  and  each  year,  the  new  13"year  age- 
group  will  be  eligible  for  protection  against  Tuberculosis . It 
is  hoped  that  in  time  this  will  help  towards  reducing  the  in- 
cidence of  the  disease,  which  still  remains  high  in  comparison 
with  its  mortality  rate, at  the  present  time, 

Al^IBULANCE  dERVICES  , 

The  Central  Ambulance  Depot  for  the  County  is  in  Shrewsbury 
(Tel  No,  Shrewsbury  6331)  "to  which  all  requests  for  an  ambulance 
should  be  made.  Two  ambulances  and  a car  for  sitting  cases  are 
stationed  in  Bridgnorth  for  use  on  local  journeys, 

DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE, 

The  service  of  a domestic  help  is  available,  in  the  words 
of  the  Act,  for  "any  person  v/ho  is  ill,  an  expectant  mother, 
mentally  defective,  aged,  or  a child  not  over  compulsory  school 
age."  Enquiries  regarding  this  service  are  dealt  with  at  the 
Domestic  Help  Office  Bridgnorth  Welfare  Centre  (Tel  No. 

Bridgnorth  3078)  on  Mondays  and  Fridays  betw^een  2.15  and  ^.30 
p.m.  (Prior  to  August  1957  this  office  was  open  on  Wednesday 
afternoons  ai so ) 


iSECTION  C 


SANITARY  CIRCU]^^T..^TCES  FOR  THE  AREA 
WATER  SUPPLIES 


COIIIPREHENSIVE  SCHEl^JES 

(1)  HiRh  level  o ch ernes . 

The  importance  to  the  district  of  the  Joint  High 
Level  Water  Supply  Scheme  cannot  be  over -emphasised. 

Until  it  is  brou^t  to  fruition,  the  area  can  never  be 
said  to  be  adequately  supplied  with  water. 

Much  negotiation,  over  a number  of  years,  took  place 
before  full  agreement  was  reached  mth  Ludlow  R.C.D,  on 
all  points  at  issue.  Agreement  having  been  reached,  the 
matter  was  in  the  hands  of  Parliamentary  Agents  by  the 
end  of  the  year. 

Vi/ater  for  the  scheme  will  be  dravm  from  the  CornbroOk 
Adit  in  Ludlow  Rural  District  and/or  from  the  Elan  Aque- 
duct. From  there,  it  will  be  treated  and  distributed, 
mainly  by  gravity,  to  the  high  level  areas  to  the  west  and 
north  of  this  district. 

( 2 )Low  Level  Scheme . 

Satisfactory  progress  v/as  made  on  the  Low  Level  Scheme 
in  the  course  of  the  year  - main-laying  in  Stage  2 was  com- 
pleted, work  on  Stage  3 continued,  and  Stages  4 and  5 we.  e 
commenced.  At  the  close  of  the  year,  some  fifty  miles  of 
main  were  in  use. 

The  elevated  water-tower  at  Tasley  was  finished,  but 
had  not  been  handed  over  by  the  Engineers  by  the  end  of  tie 
year. 


Agreement  was  finally  reached  on  a site  for  the  Roms- 
ley  reservoir,  after  many  abortive  attempts  had  been  made 
in  the  previous  year,  Progress  was  thereafter  made  on  the 
preliminary  stages  of  the  scheme  to  supply  piped-water  to 
the  Six  Ashes  area  when  this  is  so  badly  needed. 

PARISH  REPORTS. 

( 1 ) Claverley.  Worfield,  and  Rudge . 

These  parishes  are  within  the  statutory  area  of  supply 
of  the  Wolverhampton  water  undertaking  and  the  main  centnes 
of  population  are  well  served. 

In  times  of  drou^t,  the  more  sparsely  populated  areas 
of  the  parishes  which  do  not  enjoy  the  benefits  of  a piped 
suppl'  are  liable  to  be  very  short  of  water.  This  is 
especially  the  case  in  the  Beobridge  area  of  Glaverley. 

The  only  obvious  large-scale  solution  to  the  problem  would 
be  an  extension  of  the  Wolverham pt:)n  water  mains,  but  no 
doubt  very  substantial  capital  co.  tributions  towards  such 
a scheme  would  be  required  from  tbe  property-owners  con- 
cerned. 

(2 ) Alvele?/. 

Except  in  the  Tuck  Hill  and  Six  Ashes  area,  this  parish 
is  comparatively  well  served  with  piped  water,  and  the  posi- 
tion will  improve  as  the  Low  level  Scheme  progresses.  The 
poor  quality  of  the  water  from  the  public  wells  vihich  supply 
Tuck  Hill  and  Six  Ashes  was  referred  to  in  the  Annual 
Report  for  1956. 
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Works  of  improvenient  were  carried  out  on  doth  wells,  but 

owing  to  their  shallow  nature,  they  are  very  liable  to 
become  polluted  at  any  time. 

Their  use  must  continue  until  the  Lov/  Level  Water 
Supply  is  available  in  this  area,  and  every  effort  should 
therefore  be  made  to  ensure  that  it  becomes  available  in 
the  shortest  possible  time. 

Astley  Abbotts . 

The  supply  of  water  in  this  area  remains  quite  in- 
adequate, the  majority  of  the  residents  drawing  their 
water  from  wells  of  poor  yield.  The  position  should  im- 
prove when  that  part  of  the  Low  Level  Scheme,  Stage  2, 
which  will  serve  this  area  is  fully  completed. 

Low  Level  Scheme  - Branch  Mains . 


Within  the  area  of  the  Low  Level  Scheme,  there  are 
many  small  communities,  with  v:  !y  ii-idequate  Water-Supplies, 
situated  a few  hundred  years  or  so  from  where  the  mains 
are  laid.  A house-to-housc  survey  was  made  of  these  areas 
during  the  year,  and  recommendations  were  then  made  to  the 
Council  concerning  the  provision  of  branch-mains,  15  in 
all,  to  serve  these  communities.  The  County  Council  gave 
approval  for  the  provision  of  12  of  these  branch-mains, 
and  it  was  hoped  that  work  on  these  would  commence  during 
1958. 

Premises  receiving  water  from  public  piped  sunnlies  at 

3 1st  December,  1957 . 


No  of  premises . 


Alveley 

Direct  Supnlv 

Standpipe . 

162 

7 

Astley  Abbotts 

25 

Billingsley 

10 

Chelmarsh 

46 

Claverley 

Pudge 

236 

Deu?^hill 

3 

Eardington 

7 

Highley 

553 

Kinlet 

73 

Roms  ley 

1 

Stottesdon 

58 

Tasley 

45 

Neen  Savage. 

32 

Civilian 

185 

Worfield  R.A.F.  Houses 

180 

camp 

1 

FUPITY  OF  SUPPLIES. 

( 1 ) MINo  SUPPLIES  . 


The  water  supplied  to  the  district  from  mains  belong- 
ing to  Birmingham,  Bridgnorth  and  Wolverhampton  Corner a- 
tions  is  chlorinated  before  reaching  the  district  and 
the  water  feeding  the  Low  Level  Scheme  from  the  Elan 
Adequeduct  is  again  chlorinated  as  it  enters  the  Council's 
mains  for  distribution.  It  may  be  assumed,  therefore, 
that  the  mains  supplies  are  bacteriologically  pure, 
but  regular  sampling  of  the  water  is  undertaken  at  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  district  to  ensure  that  the  chlorina- 
tion is ’ effective , and  that  no  pollution  has  occurred  in 
the  course  of  distribution, 
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The  samples  are  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  in  Shrewsbury  for  bacteriological  examination, 
and  the  reports  on  the  routine  samples  taken  during  1957 
are  os  follows s- 


Satisfactory  - 39 

Unsatisfactory  - 2 

These  results  are  very  good  considering  that  v/ork 
is  constantly  being  carried  out  on  the  Lov;  Level  Scheme 
mains  by  the  Council,  and  the  contractors.  It  would 
appear  that,  however  much  cere  is  exercised  during  these 
operations,  some  contamiination  does  occasionally  occur, 
but  that  this  is  rapidly  combatted  by  the  chlorination  to 
which  the  water  is  subjected  as  it  enters  the  main  from 
the  Elan  Aqueduct. 

Taking  over  new  lengths  of  main  from  the  contractors 
involves  the  Surveyors  Department  in  a considerable  <3mount 
of  work.  These  mains  have  to  be  thoroughly  flushed  and 
chlorin  - ted,  and  the  water  must  then  yield  three  consiscutive 
bacteriologically  satisfactory  samples  before  any  part 
icular  main  is  brought  into  use.  During  the  year  25  such 
water-samples  were  taken. 

(2)  Public  Wells,  Springs,  Private  Supplies, 

Over  half  the  population  of  the  district  at  the  present 
time  still  rely  on  wells  and  springs,  some  of  which  yield 
water  of  doubtful  purity,  for  their  water-supply.  Pure  water 
being  one  of  the  essentials  in  maintaining  the  public  health 
continued  efforts  should  be  made  to  provide  mains  v/ater  to 
as  many  parts  of  the  district  as  possible,  and  to  v ncourage 
owners  of  private -supplies  to -carry  out  works  of  improvement 
to  render  their  water  sholesome. 

Even  when  mains  are  provided  however,  we  find  that 
some  owners  of  property,  particularly  tenanted  property, 
are  slow  to  connect  their  premises  to  the  Council  water-supply, 
if  a reasonably  adequate  supply  is  already  available,  hov/ever 
poor  its  quality  may  be.  The  provisions  of  the  Water  Act, 

19^5,  give  the  Council  power  to  enforce  such  connections  where 
existing  water-supplies  are  unsatisfactory,  but  a contribution 
tov/ards  the  co^t  must  be  made  by  the  Authority  if  this  exceeds 
E20  per  house. 

Their  powers  in  this  respect  should  be  borne  in  mind  by 
the  Council,  now  that  so  much  of  the  Low  Level  Scheme  is  com- 
pleted. The  Sum  of  £20  per  house  quoted  a>^avc  is,  however, 
rather  unrealistic  at  the  present  time,  considering  the 
devaluation  of  the  pound  sterling  vhich  has  occurred  since 
the  Water  Act  was  passed  in  19^5 • ^ome  amendment  to  the  exist- 
ing legislation  would  seem  to  be  overdue. 

BEv^RACh;  :>ND  bEWiCS  DlirObAL. 

Highloy. 

The  new  sowage-disposal  works  at  Hithley  wore  completed 
during  the  year,  and  the  use  of  the  old  works  at  Wren’s  Nest 
and  Old  England  was  discontinued  entirely.  It  was  expected 
that  a good  effluent  would  be  btained  w -'en  the^works  had  been 
in  operation  for  a fevi-'  months  eSfeciolly  as  a full-time  at  • 
tehdant  is  employed  to  keep  them  in  order. 


Claverley, 


The  Claverley  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  scheme  was 
also  completed  in  the  course  of  the  year..  There  was  a pleasing 
response  from  pronertv -ov,ners  desiring  to  connect  their  pre- 
mises to  the  public  sewers  - pleasing,  in  view  of  the  several 
serious  drainage  nuisances  which  existed  in  the  village. 

A Survey  of  the  area  was  to  be  made  in  due  course,  to 
ascertain  that  all  premises  without  adequate  sewage-disposal 
facilities  and  capable  0.1  connection  to  the  severs,  were  in 
fact  connected,  in  the  shortest  possible  time. 

Wor field . 

An  adequate  disposal-plant  deals  v\rith  the  sewage  from 
the  Council  houses  in  Worfield,  but  the  older  part  of  the  vil- 
lage iS!  not  so  well  served.  Sewage  and.  domestic  woste-nvater  . 
finds  its  way  by  devious  routes  to  the  River  Worfe,  one  of  the 
more  d^fejectionahle  these  is  .along  the  main  village  street, 
where  a half  channel  pipe  carries  sink  waste  water  etc  , 

Alveley . 


This  village  is  now  the  largest  centre  of  population 
in  the  district  without  adequate  facilities  for  sewage-dis- 
posal. As  a high  proportion  of  the  properties  have  a piped 
water  supply,  serious  nuisances  occur  frcn  time  to  time,  due 
to  inadequate  drainage. 

After  considerable  delay  and  several  modifications, 
the  Consulting  Engineers'  scheme  for  the  sewerage  of  Alveley 
wa®  finally  approved  by  the  Council  in  the  early  months  of 
1957,  and  applicati-^n  Tor  sanction  was  made  to  the 
Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government.  It  seemed  that 
some  progress  in  the  matter  was  being  made  at  last. 

Progress  w^as  soon  halted  again,  ha'i’ever.  when  the 
owner  of  the  site  chosen  for  the  disposal-plant  refused  to 
sell  his  land  for  this  purpose,  maintaining  that  the  effluent 
from  the  works  was  liable  to  lead  to  polution  of  the  private 
water-supply  to  the  Alveley  Estate^T  and  their  dairy  faims.. 

As  we  are  advised  th-t  this  site  is  the  most  suitable 
for  the  purpose,  it  seems  that  an  attempt  to  obtain  the  land 
by  compulsory  tmrchase  will  eventuall;/  become  necessary. 

Eardington. 

Although  this  report  deals _ with  the  twelve  months  end- 
ing 31st  December,  1957'.  it  is  evident  at  the  time  of  v/riting 
that  ’.cork  on  the  sewerage  and  sewage  -disposal  scheme  for 
Eardington  will  be  commenced  and  that  substantial  progress 
should  be  'lade  during  1958.  As  piped-water  supplies  have  now 
react ed  the  village  it  is  very  desirable  that  the  scheme  should 
be  completed  as  soon  as  possible. 

Stottesdon . 

A preliminary  survey  of  the  d.rainage  facilities  in  this 
village  was  made  during  the  year,  and  the  Consulting  Engineers 
were  then  requested  to  prepare  a scheme  for  sewerage  and  sewage- 
disposal  . 


REFUoE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL, 

The  Council  continued  during  the  year,  to  collect  refuse 
from  all  parishes  by  direct  labour.  A weekly  collection  is 
ma.de  i.n  the  more  dense]  y populated  areas  and  a fortnightly 
collection  in  the  outlying  parts . 


Some  householders  and  shopkeepers  show  very  little  con- 
sideralicr. for  the  men  engaged  on  refuse-collection  judging 
by  the  tot  ally  unsuitable  .'nd  inadecuate  receptacles  in  v^rhich 
they  chooPo  ro  pus  out  thej.r  fufuse,,  All  too  often  one  sees 


oid  bathiubs,  c 
un  c 0 e r 0 a u n d o v c 
col. Ire  c ion . 
rusk  at  tno 
fo  nake  it 
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best  of  tiiics  and 
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boxes  of  all  t.ypes  etc.,  generally 
h unv/holes Oiiie  refuse,  ev/aiting 
on  is  not  a particularly  enviable 
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by  their 


the  public  should,  endeavour  not 
thoughtlessness  and  careless- 


In  an  attempt  to  d-cal  with  this  problem,  the  Council, 
during  the  3^0 er,,  gave  consideration  to  the  adoption  of 
Bect'ion  7.5  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1936.  By  the  provisions 
of  rh;is  Section,  the  owner  or  occupier  of  any  p.Cr.mrls  es  is 
requjrc-d  to  xu.'cvide  a suitable  dusubin.  The  matter  was, 
hovvever,  defe.rred  for  f'urther  consideration  a+r  a later  date. 

A suggestion  that  a dustbin  maintenance  schem..^  might  bo 
instiruted,  was  also  deferred  for  later  consideration.  If 
such  a scheme  were  introduced,  the  Council  would  provide  a 
suitable  dustbin  fo.r  any  prem-ises  for  an  annual  charge  not 
exceeding  7/Gd. 

FACTOPIdld  ACT.O,  1937.  and  19^' 3 . 

The  Council  is  responsible,  by  the  provisions  of  Part  1 
of  the  Factory  Act  1937)  -or  ensuring  the  adeauacy  and  suj.t- 
ability  of  sanitary  conveniences  in  all  factories  in  the  dis- 
trict, and  in  the  case  of  factories  in  which  mecha^iical  power 
is  not  used,  is  a], so  responsible  for  inspecting  the  premises 
to  ensure  that  w/orking  conditions  are  satisfactory. 

At  the  end  of  1937)  there  wore  22  factories  on  the 
register  ( the  same  number  as  j.n  1936)  in  all  of  v/hich  mechanical 
power  was  used. 

A.  to'fcal  of  17  inspections  of  factories  w.vas  m.ade  during 
the  yC'^r.  In  3 cases  defects  were  found,  all  of  v/hich  were 
remedied  before  the  end.  of  the  year. 

Part  VIII  of  the  Act  also  gives  the  Council  Ghe  respons- 
ibility for  ensuring  th.at  prem.ises  in  which  any  persons  are 
emp'J.oyed  as  outworkers  are  not  injurious  or  dangerous  to  health. 
ITo" persons  were  notified  by  their  employers  as  outw/orkers  d.urin;g 

1936. 

PFST  CO.HTROL . 

The  prevention  of  Damage  by  Pest  Act,  19^9)  requires  a 
Local  Authority  to  ins meet  all  premises  in  their  district,  and 
to  ensure  that  any  infestations  of  rats  and  mice,  are  dealt' 
with  either  by  the  Authority,  or  by  the  occupier  in  the  case 
of  trade  and  agricultural  premises. 

The  Council's  Farm  Contract  Service  continued  to  operate 
satisfactorily  du.ring  the  j^'ear,  but  it  is  unfortunate  that 
more  of  the  farmers  in  tho^'district  do  not  t.ake  advantage  of 
thj.s  service.  Many  prefer  to  deal  with  aav  r.-^t  -infestations 
themselves.  Admittedly,  the  m.od.ern  anti-t  (^'.u'.gulant  poisons 
a.-^e  safer  than  the  poisons  formerly  used,  a..-  icir  as  farm 
animals  are  concerned,  bub  to  keep  a farm  free  from  pests,  ' 
regular  treatments  are  essential  ( about  4 por  year)  and  farmers 
cannot  always  find  the  tim.e  to  carry  these  out. 
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The  following  table  shc?’3  the  inspections  of  property  made, 
and  infestations  discovered  and  treated  during  1956,  and  1957 


1 

Type  of  property 

Inspections 

Made 

Infestations 

Discovered 

1 

Treatments 
Carried  Out 

1956 

.1957 

1956 

1957 

1956 

1957 

Local  Authority 
(de‘''''age  Works , 
Taps.;  ooc..' 

Derail  ^.r  go 

Trade- 

Agricultural 

, 

5,365 

195 

42 

3.434 

199 

l,?50 

20 

190 

, 

228 

23 

317 

24 

387 

23 

1 

1 182 
i 

\ 

148 

1 

25 

2S8 

9 

235 

i! 

Total  ij  A,5?Ar 

ij 

li 

4,965 

i 

1 j 

751 

i rno 

555 

All  the  totals  for  195'"^  show  an  increase  oo  ihose  for 
1956,  especially  the  infestations  discovered  (63fo  above  1956 
figure)  and  the  treatments  carried  out  (55*5a  above  1956  figure). 

INoFSCTIOMd  FOR  THE  YEAR  1997 . 

Details  of  the  visits  and  inspections  carried  out  during 
the  year  by  the  Public  ^ealth  Inspectors  are  as  follov/ss- 


Houses  - Public  Heaj.th  Act. 

56 

Houses  - Apnlicatn'Pis  . 

111 

Houses  - Housing  '••cts. 

258 

Complaints  investigated. 

95 

Caravans 

.135 

Ca.'iping  8ites 

142 

Water  bamplaa 

9 2_  J 

" General 

137 

1 Factories 

17 

i Lic;e;:.sco.  Pram  jp  os 

43 

j Li:  e-stioi'S  Disease  Cases 

♦•j 

! BwimiGiina-  :::  r.ns 

15 

1 peden  i Cori'iv::! 

32  J 

\ Fa.rn' 

94 

i Inter viov/s  wirn  Owno’rs 

1 Povr-Sirs  ro  properties  under  notj.ee 

1 '-'6  I 

S Bakohouoos 

. -'^2  J| 

► Focc  Prsn,  l-^'-rmiec.s 

4 

\ Fcc'd  P'^cmises 

118 

! 3 1 au  gh  t arhous  as 

557 

! Bu  '1  c ;.j  e r s 3 h 0 ps 

26 

! Pa  o va e Tips 

31  . 

j v/Z.’’eam  narm.Les 

8 

1 Dr  am  a re 

_ ...61 

Hoasn>].;laini-n.i;c'l 

8 1 

i Preld.sm  Pam i lies 

Mi.s  cellar  eons 

165 

A total  of  2,265  visits  and  inspections  were  made  during 
the  year  by  the  two  Inspector^  , in  coxinectJ  on  v/ith  the  duties 
normal], y carried  out  b/  the  Public  Health  Department,  In 
addition,  an  area  of  the  district  was  surveyed  in  connection 
with  a proposed  water-supply  scheme,  and  this  involved  visits 
to  some  600  properties.  The  total  number  of  visits  and  in- 
spections for  the  year  is,  therefore  greater  than  that  for 
19565  which  was , 2,817. 


CARAVANS  AM)  CAtTPING-  bITES 

' At  bhd  end  of  there  were  5!  individually  licensed 

ca.ravans  in  the  district,  and  2t-9  caravans  on  !5  licensed  sites, 
Tot  numho-'*  of  sibos  j.s  the  same  as  at  the  end  of  !956»  but  the 
iaio. ! v ■; vo.'no  ixicreased  from.  30  to  5I  in  the  course 
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caravan  as  a temporary  or  permanent 
>atly  In  recent  years,  and  it  has  become 
■/ler  supervision  and  firmer  control 
I.  individual  vans  in  the  area. 


but , as  the 


been  too  difficulb, 
lating  to  moveable  d 
is  rather  laa:  In  some  resuects  for 
rol  ccsfid  becom-e  somethiug  of  a prol 
verj  desirable,  the.rcfo.ee,  that  the 
future  nesignate  cerbnin  areas  of 
siting  el  caravc.T:.:  would  be  pro- 
ch  this  w'ould  be  p-ermiubed  within 


fciECTION  D. 


HOUtiING 


Number  of  inhabited  houses  4,068 

Number  of  Council  o\vned  houses  412 

Number  of  houses  completed  in  1957 

(a)  Council  •- 

(b)  Private  30 

Number  of  applications  for  houses  at  31.12.57  280 

Number  of  houses  under  construction  at  31.12.57  - 

(a)  Council  8 

(b)  Private  15 


^he  figuiBfor  Council  ovned  houses  includes  the  agricultural 
hostels  at  btottesdon  and  Morville  converted  a few  years  ago 
into  E. elf -contained  dwellings,  and  also  the  huts  at  Coton 
Cam]'-  jf  which  only  t^  • remained  occupied  at  the  end  of  the 
yeai  « 

The  huts  have  long  outlived  their  usefulness,  and  are 
far  from  being  a credit  to  the  Council.  Endeavours  are  being 
made  to  rehouse  the  remaining  tenants  so  that  the  site  may  be 
cleared. 

The  last  3^  Council  houses  on  the  Rhea  Hall  Estate  at 
Highley  were  completed  during  the  year  and  site-work  was 
commenced  on  8 houses  at  Neenton. 

30  privately-built  houses  were  completed,  as  compared 
with,  17  in  1956,  and  a further  15  were  in  course  of  construc- 
tion at  31st  December,  1957.  The  total  number  of  private 
dwellings  built  in  the  post-war  ye^rs  ia  148,  as  compared 
with  356  built  by  the  Council  in  'she  same  period. 

POST-WAP  COUNCIL  HOUSE-BUILDING. 


Completed  in 

Under 

Total 

Parish 

year  ending 
31.12.57 

Construction 
at  31.12.57 

Completed 

Post-War 

Alveley 

— 

- 

50 

Claverley 

- 

- 

26 

Worf  ield 

— 

- 

45 

Tasley 

- 

- 

6 

Morville 

- 

- 

18* 

Shipton 

- 

- 

6 

Highley 

34 

- 

120 

Kinlet 

- 

- 

14 

Keen  Savage 

- 

- 

10 

Stottesdon 

- 

- 

15* 

Eudon  George 

- 

- 

6 

Ditton  Priors 

- 

20 

Monkhopton 

- 

- 

14 

Chetton 

- 

- 

6 

Neent on 

iii 

_8 

_8 

366 

Highley 

Pre-War  Houses 

Total  of  all  houses 

56 

412 

(♦Includes  hostel  converted  into  flats) 
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IB-rpROYMENT  AND  RECONDITIONING. 


25  applications  for  Improvement  Grants,  relating  to  a 
total  of  47  dwellings,  were  considered  by  the  Council  during 
the  year.  Of  these,  21  applications  (relating  to  58  dwellings  ) 
were  approved  for  grant,  1 was  rejected,  and  1 vdthdravai. 

In  1958,  25  applications  involving  45  dwellings,  were 
approved  for  grant. 

Works  of  improvement,  were  completed,  during  1957  on  54 
dwellings  which  had  been  the  subject  of  Improvement  Grants, 

FUTURE  HOUiSING  PRQGR.^ME . 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  work  had  commenced  on  8 Council 
houses  at  Neenton,  and  two  sites  on  which  a total  of  28  houses 
will  be  built  were  being  developed  at  Eardington  and  Chelmarsh. 

The  present-day  cost  of  materials  and  labour,  and  high 
loan- interest  charges  have  rather  discouraged  the  Council  from 
laying  down  any  firm  policy  about  future  house-building.  The 
demand  for  Council  houses  rem.ains  as  great  as  before,  however, 
and  280  applications  were  in  hand  at  the  end  of  1957. 

SHJM  CLEARANCE, 


It  is  unfortunate  to  tave  to  report  again  that  no  material 
progress  in  connection  with  Blum  Clearance  was  made  during  the 
year.  Only  8 houses  were  dealt  with  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Housing  Act  1958,  as  being  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  not  cap- 
able of  being  rendered  fit  at  reasonable  expense. 

Until  some  definite  policy  is  formulated  by  the  Council 
concernjtg  the  rehousinp^’  of  tenants  from  slum  property,  no 
real  progress  can  ever  be  made  in  dealing  with  the  problem. 

At  present  it  is  only  the  dilapidated  and  unoccupied  houses 
which  can  conveniently  be  dealt  with.  Of  the  8 dealt  with 
in  1957,  4 were  in  that  category,  and  in  the  case  of  the  other 
4,  it  was  necessary  for  the  Council  to  rehouse  only  one  family. 

It  seems  essential  that  a certain  percentage  of  all  new 
houses  built  should  be  set  aside  for  slum  clearance  purposes. 

In  addition,  it  is  highly  desirable  that  the  Council  should 
consider  acquiring  some  old-er  houses  in  the  district,  as  and 
when  these  become  available,  to  accommodate  occupants  from 
slum-dwellings  who  are  either  unsuitable  for,  or  undesirous  of 
h.iVing,  new  Council  houses.  Many  tenants  of  substandard  houses 
v/ould  have  difficulty  in  paying  the  rent  of  a new  Council  house 
and  furnishing  it  adequately,  and  some  have  standards  of  living 
which  make  it  appear  .inlikely  that  they  would  prove  suitable 

tenants  of  nev/  property.  Some  accommodation  to  meet  the  needs 
of  Such  persons  seems  very  necessary. 

The  reinspsction  of  houses  which  had  been  placed  in  Grade 
rv  of  the  Rural  Housing  Survey,  was  commenced  in  1958,  and  con- 
tinued during  1957  but  at  a rather  slower  rate.  As  its  object 
is  to  obtain  up  to-date  information  on  this  slum  property  with 
a view  to  action  under  the  Housing  Act,  the  information  is  likely 
to  be  very  out-of-date  by  the  time  action  can  eventually  be 
taken. 


oECCilON  E 


INSPEG^'EOF  Of  MEAT  aND  OTI^  EQQDE  . 

At"  "the  bcginniDg’  of  'toe  year  thoro  were  5 licenced 
slaii^^iterhousee  in  the  district,  but  owing  to  the  ill  health 
of  the  cwTier,  one.  wjs  not  in  use.  The  premises  had  been  allowed 
to  fall  into  a poor  condition,  and  the  licence  was  therefore, 
revoked.  in  the  remaining  4 slaughterhouses,  100%  meat  in- 
spection was  maintained  throughout  the  year,  and  the  butchers’ 
shops  in  the  area  v^ere  periodically  visited. 

Early  in  the  year,  Wolverhampton  Borough  Council  put 
forward  a proposal  for  the  provision  of  a new  centralised 
slaughterhouse  to  serve  ‘Wolverhampton  and  the  surrounding  area, 
and  sought  the  Council’s  views  on  the  matter.  After  discussion 
had  taken  place  with  representatives  of  Bridgnorth  Corporation, 
it  was  decided  that  the  siting  of  a public  abattoir  in  Wolver- 
hampton would  not  be  in  the  interests  of  this  Authority. 

The  Slaughterhouses  Bill  was  presented  to  Parliament  in 
November  1957  • I'ts  primary  purpose  is  to  give  effect  to  the 
Governments  long-term  policy  for  regulating  the  provision  of 
slaughterhouses  in  England  and  Wales’  which  v/as  announced  in  a 
White  Paper  issued  in  Piay  19 5G, 

Under  the  provisi  ns  of  the  Bill,  private  traders  will  be 
free  to  provide  their  own  slaughterhouses  for  a limited  period, 
so  long  as  these  conform  to  minimum  prescribed  standards  of  con- 
struction nd  hvgiene.  The  lim'-ted  period  will  begin  with  the 
m_aking  of  new  regulations  relating  to  hygiene  and  the  prevention 
of  cruelty  to  animals,  and  end  v/hen  local  authorities  submit  their 
reports  on  slaughterhouse  facilities  to  the  Ministry.  These 
reports  v/ill  be  required  not  less  than  9 months  after  the  regula- 
tions come  intj  force,  following  the  passing  of  the  Slaughter- 
houses Act. 

During  the  year,  local  authorities  were  informed  of  the 
miniiMum  standards  which  will  be  required  by  the  new  Regulations. 


The  table  below  gives  details  of  all  carcases  inspected 
and  condemned  at  slaughterhouses  in  the  district  during  1957 i- 


j 

j Cattle 

i Excluaing 
i Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed 

Number  inspected 

517 

317 

1 

1 

7 

7 

1426 

1426 

474 

476 

Nil 

Nil 

All  diseases  except 

Tuberculosis 

Vi/hole  carcases 
condemned 

— 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcase  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned. 

11 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

6 

Nil 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected 
with  disease  other 
than  Tuberculosis 

5.47 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1.26 

Nil 
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r 

Cent 

t 

Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

• 1 

Horses 

Tuberculosis 

Only 

Whole  carcase 
condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Carcase  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
v/as  condemned 

5 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

20 

Nil 

Percentage  of  nmiber 
inspected  affected 
with  tuberculosis 

1.57 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

4.20 

Nil 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  submitted 
to  treatment  by 
refrigeration 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Generalised,  and 
Totally  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

The  total  amount  of  meat  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consump- 
tion at  the  slaughterhouses  during  the  year  v/as  4-  cv/ts  5 qrs  0 lbs. 
This  total  is  very  much  less  than  that  for  1956  lAfoich  was  8 cwts 
0 qtrs  16  lbs . 

Method  of  disposal  of  Condemned  Food . 

Condemned  food  stuffs  are  disposed  of  by  deep -burying  on  the 
Council’s  refuse-tips.  Condemned  meat  from  the  slaughterhouses  is 
treated  with  a green  dye  and  transported  to  the  local  Hunt  Kennels 
where  it  is  boiled  for  the  hounds.  In  the  event  of  a large  quantity 
. of  meat  being  condemned,  the  butcher  would  be  allowed  to  arrange  for 
its  disposal  by  approved  Knacker. 

Food  Inspection. 

It  is  an  offence  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955 > ^ 

retailer  to  have  in  his  possession,  food  which  is  unfit  for  human 
consumption.  Most  retailers  are  aware  of  this,  and  bring  the  faulty 
goods  to  the  notice  of  the  wholesaler,  who  is  generally  only  too 
pi  eased  to  exchange  them.  In  other  cases,  the  unwhol  some  food  is 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector,  who  accepts 
its  voluntary  surrender,  and  issues  a surrender  certificate  as  a 
receipt.  The  retailer  can  then  claim  compensation  for  his  loss. 

The  following  quantities  of  foodstuffs  were  surrendered  in 
,,  this  way  during  the  years- 

Vegetables  - 33  tins 

Fruit  - 17  ” 

Meat  - 8 ” 

Fish  - 3 

Sweets  - 6 lbs . 
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Food  Hr/giene. 


The  Food  Hygiene  .Regulations,  1955?  became  fully  operative 
in  July  1956,  and  sufficieut  time  has  now  elapsed  for  progress, 
as  a result  of  their  introduction,  to  be  judged.  In  all  but  a 
few  isolated  cases,  the  food  premises  in  the  district  now  comply 
with  the  structux'aT  requirements  of  the  Regulations.  To  ensure 
that  food  handlers  comply  with  the  'personal'''  requirements,  e.g. 
in  such  matters  as  cleanliness  of  clothing,  personal  habits, 
treatment  of  sores  on  the  hands  etc,  periodic  visits  to  all  types 
of  f o 'd-premis es  are  made,  and  any  lapses  are  brought  to  the 
notics^  of  the  person  in  charge. 

The  public  are  gradually  becoming  aware  of  the  desirability 
of  clean  food-handling,  and  show  this  by  patronizing  the  shops 
which  have  made  obvious  progress  in  this  field. 

Milk. 


The  supervision  of  milk-production  is  the  responsibility  of 
the  B.'Iinistry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Pood.  Much  of  the  milk 
supplied  in  Phis  district  is  retailed  by  dairymen  outside  the  area, 
and  the  Council  issues  Supplementary  licences  to  these  retailers, 
and  Dealers  licences  to  those  responsible  for  its  distribution 
within  the  district. 

The  follovdng  licences  were  issued  during  195^2- 


Tuberculin-tested.  Pasteurised.  Sterilised 
Supplementary  Licences  10  97 

Dealer’s  Licences  3 28 

Bacterioligical  examination  of  samples  of  milk,  taken  at 
random  by  the  Authority  resjjonsible,  revealed  the  presence  of 
tubercle  bacilli  in  the  milk  of  two  producers  in  this  district, 
in  the  course  of  the  year.  Notices  were  immediately  served  on 
these  producers  requiring  all  milk  intended  for  human  consumption 
\ to  be  satisfactorily  heat-treated  before  sale  to  the  public.  The 
notices  remained  in  force  until  the  source  of  the  infection  had 
been  traced  and  eliminated,  and  further  sampling  confirmed  that 
the  milk  was  safe. 

Ice -Cream. 

By  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  4-A  premises  in  the  district 
registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream,  the  same  number  as  in  1956. 
There  are  no  manufactm?ers  of  ice-cream  in  the  district,  the  pro- 
duct sold  in  each  case  being  pre-wrapped. 

Eight  samples  of  ice-cream  were  submitted  to  the  Laboratory 
for  bacteriological  examination  during  the  year,  but  owing  to  a 
technical  fault  in  the  laboratory  these  could  not  be  graded  as  to 
purity. 

.Regular  sampling  of  ice-cream  from  retailers  in  the  district 
is  rather  difficult  as  the  samples  m-ust  reach  the  laboratory  in 
Shrev/sbury  within  two  hours  of  being  taken.  \Ihile  this  can  be 
achieved  where  the  retailers  are  within  easy  reach  of  Bridgnorth, 
it  is  not  so  easily  achieved  in  the  case  of  retailers  in  the  out- 
lying parts  of  the  area. 
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Food  Premises 


( a ) The  types  of  food  premises  in  the  area . 


1 Butchers ’ shops  - 11 

2 Fried  Fish  shops  - 3 

3 Bakehouses  - 4 

4 Licences  Premises  - 31 

5 General  Provisions  Stores  - 31 

> 

6 School  canteens 

(without  kitchen)  - 20 

7 School  canteens 

(vath  kitchen)  ^ 


( b ) Premises  rep^istored  under  Section  16  of  the 
Food  and  Drug:s  Act  1933 ■■ 

1 Manufacturers  of  preserved 

foods  - 7 

2 Ice-cream  dealers „ - 44 
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-SECTION  P 


INPECTIOUo  DIOEiioES  „ 

The  notifications  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  received 
during  the  year  from  general  practitioners  and  hospital  medical 
officers  were  os  follows s- 


Measles  - 171 
\-Vho  oping- cough  - 16 
Acute  Pneumonia  - 12 
Scarlet  Fever  - 4 
Tuberculosis  (respiratory)  - 5 
Erysipelas  - 2 
Paralytic  Poliomyelitis  - 1 
Puerperal  Pyrexia  - 1 
Dysentery  - 1 

Total  - 211 


The  total  nuniber  of  notifications  for  1957  is  56  fewer 

than  that  for  1956. 

Me  as 1 es ; - As  was  the  case  in  1956,  measles  provided  the  highest 
number  of  notifications,  the  1957  total  of  I7I  cases  being 
only  6 fewer  than  that  for  the  previous  year.  140  of  the 
cases  occurred  in  f'^e  first  shx  months,  of  the  year,  the 
greatest  incidence  being  in  the  second  quarter  when  91 
' notifications  were  received.  As.  aH.  but  one  of  the  1956  cases 
occurred  in  the  last  5 months  of  that  year,  the  disease 
was  prevalent  in  the  area  for  a period  of  about  10  monuns 
in  all . 

The  majority  of  the  1957  cases  were  children  of  snhool- 
age  (86  in  the  5-9  year  age  group,  and  56  in  the  10-14  year 
age-group.)  55  pre-school  children  were  affected. 

Whooping-Cough ; - There  were  only  16  notifications  of  Whooping- 
Cough  during  the  year,  a big  reduction  on  the  tot;il  of  75 
for  1956. 

Acute  Pneumonias-  12  cases  of  Acute  Pneumonia  were  notified  in 
1957  as  compared  with  only  5 ia  1956.  4 of  the  cases  were 

National  Servicemen  stationed  at  E.A.P.  Bridgnorth,  and  5 
were  pre-school  children  in  Highley. 

Scarlet  Fever;-  The  incidence  of  Scarlet  Fever  v/as  again  low 
this  year,  the  number  of  notifications  (4)  being  the  same 
as  for  1956.  All  the  cases  were  children  in  the  5-9  year 
age -group. 

Anterior  Poliomyelitis  (paralytic);-  One  case  of  Paralytic 

Poliomyelitis  occurred  in  the  area  in  the  month  of  September 
the  patient  being  a male  of  59  years  from  the  Chorley  area. 
He  was  treated  in  Copthorne  Hospital , Shrewsbury,  and  re- 
covery was  satisfactory. 

Tuberculosis  t - The  number  of  cases  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register 
at  51st  December  1957  was  as  follows s- 


RESPIRATORY . 

NON-REoPIRiiTORY. 

Male 

54 

8 

Female 

21 

4 

Total 

17 

12 
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NEW  CAoEkS:- 


Three  new  cases  of  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  in  the  area 
were  notified  during  1957  (2  females  and  1 male.)  There 
were  2 nev/  cases  in  the  previous  year. 


Deaths ; - 

Two  deaths  from  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  occurred  in  the 
district  in  1957,  and  one  from  a Non-Respiratory  form  of 
the  disease. 


PREVENTION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DI6EA>SE;d  . 

Reference  has  already  been  made  in  Section  B to  the 
Immunisation  and  Vaccination  procedures  available  for 
the  protection  of  infants  and  children,  against  various 
infectious  diseases. 


Information  and  advice  about  vaccination  againsr 
small-pox  and  immunisation  against  diphtheria,  whooping- 
cough,  tetanus  and  poliomyelitis  are  sent  to  the  parents 
of  all  infants  born  in  the  County,  by  the  County  Health 
Department . 
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